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IDENTIFIERS 
ABSTRACT 

Designed to aeasure attitudes toward reading at any 
specific point and to neasure changes in attitude tovard reading, 
this instruBent consists of twenty iteis selected froB "An Inventory 
of Reading Attitude" devised by the Departaent of Education in San 
Diego, California. These iteis were ■odified by being stated in 
behavioral tens and in declarative stateaent fori, and a panel of 
experts (professors of children's literature) checked the content 
validity. After being adainistered to a select group of fourth- 
through sixth graders, validity was checked further by the itea 
analysis technique* The split-halves coefficient was .76, and the 
Spearaan-Brown Prophesy Poraula reliability coefficient was .66. 
(This docuaent is one of those reviewed in the Research Instruaents 
Project (TRIP) aonograph "Heasures for Research ttnd Evaluation in the 
English Language Arts" to be published by the Coaaittiae on Research 
of the National Council of Teachers of English in cooperation with 
the ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Coaaunication Skills. A TRIP 
review which precedes the docuaent lists its category (Reading) , 
title, author, date# and age range (Interaediate) , and describes the 
iiistruaent's purpose and physical characteristics.] (JH) 
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The attached document contains one of the measures reviewed 
In the TRIP conunlttee monograph titled: 

i* Measures for Research and Evaluation 
in the English Languafee Arts 



TRIP Is an acronym which signifies an effort to abstract 
and make readily available measures for research and evalua- 
tion in the English language arts. These tneasures relate to 
language development, listening, literature, reading, standard 
English as a second language or dialect, teacher competencies, 
or writing. In order to make these Instruments more readily 
available, the ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Communication 
Skills has supported the TRIP committee sponsored by the Commlttea 
on Research of the National Council of Teachers of English and 
has processed the material into the ERIC system. The ERIC 
Clearinghouse accession numbers that encompass most of these 
documents are CS 3^t^ -CS 3 ^ST . 
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category: Rending 

Title: Intermediate Reading Attitude Index 

Author: Annelle Powell 
Age Range: Intermediate 
Ddscription of the Instrument: 

Purpose - (1) To measure attitudes towards reading at any specific 
point) and (2) to measure changes in attitudes towards 
reading. 

Date of Construction - 1971 

Physical Description - This instrument was based on "An Inventory of 
Reading Attitude" devised by the Department of Education in 
San Diego, California. The San Diego instrument, devised for 
use with students in grades one to six, Included twenty-five 
questions with alternate answers of "Yes" and "No". The 
items* each in question form were stated in affective terms, 
e.g. "I like to read ...". Whereas "liking to read" is 
essentially attitude, statements in such terms do not describe 
any behavioral activity. Another limitation of the San Diego 
Inventory involved the limited choice of answers. Yes/No 
alternatives may be very direct, but they disregard the child 
who is somewhere between "yes" and "no". Furthermore a radical 
change In attitude may be necessary to convert one's answer 
from "no" to "yes". It is possible that a child could experience 
a change in attitude but that change may not be great enough 
to elicit a change in response. 

The twenty-five items on the San Diego inventory had been 
selected from 114 items after a pilot study was conducted and 
item analysis revealed the twenty-five items as having the 
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.V greatest discriminating power. These twenty-five items were 

modified for the Intermediate Reading Attitude Index in such 
a way that they were restated in behavioral terms and in 
declarative statement form. The Yes /No answers were replaced 
by a five-point scale ranging from "almost always true" to 
"almost never true". Each statement Is read twice while the 
students read it silently. They are given the following 
Instructions. 

Circle "1" if the statement is true for you almost all the time. 
Circle "2" if the statement is true for you much of the time. 
Circle "3" if the statement is true for you about half the time. 
Circle "4" if the statement is true for you some of the time but 
not much of the time. 

Circle ^'b" if the statement is just about never true for you. 

1. I read before I go to bed . . . 1 2 3 4 5 

2. 1 am a poor reader .••....... 1 2 3 4 5 

Validity, Reliability, and Normative Data: 

The form was submitted to a panel of experts (Professors of 
Children's Literattre) as a check on content validity. 
Comments made by the experts were considered and used for 
further modification. This form was then administered to a 
group of fourth, fifth, and sixth grade students who on the 
basis of a list of seven criteria were selected by the teachers 
\ as displaying the most positive attitudes towards reading for 

pleasure, and the least positive attitudes towards reading for 
pleasure* Validity was checked further by the Item analysis 
technique. Discrimination and difficulty indices were deter- 
mined for each item and items having low discrimination were 

i^ ERJC 



further modified and submitted to a panel of experts for 
judgment, and again modified if necessary. The form was then 
administered to three classes of fifth graders who also had 
been identified as having the most favorable and least favorable 
attitudes toward reading for pleasure. The point biserial 
correlation between students with most favorable attitudes and 
students with least favorable attitudes was *76* Five items 
which yielded lower indices of discrimination than were 
desirable, were deleted from the Ind'^x. The split-halves 
coefficient also was .76 and when the Spearman-Brown Prophesy 
Formula was applied, a reliability coefficient of .86 was 
obtained* 

Ordering Information: 
EDRS 

Related Documents: 

"An inventory of Reading Attitude,'' ERIC, Monograph No. /i November, 1961. 
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INTERMEDIATE READING ATTITUDE INDEX 
Annelle Powell 
College of Education 
University of Georgia, Athens, Ga. 
© Annelle Powell, 1971 

Fill in these blanks: 



PERMISSION to REPWOCWCI THIS COPY- 
RIGHTED MATCRIAL MAS 8ltN ORANTtO 8Y 

Annelle Powell 



TO tRiC ANO OftGANlZATfONS OPEftATINO 
UNO€R AGREtWEWlS ^iTH THE NAtlONAI IN- 
STJTUT6 Of EDUCATION fUftTMER REk'^^O- 
OUCTION OUTSIOC THE ERJC SYSTEM RC- 
OOlRES l>ERMiSSrON O^ THE COKRJOhT 
OvVNEft ' 



Grade: 
Age: _ 



Birch date: 



Circle: BOY 
City, State: „ 

School: 

Your Name: 



GIRL 



Month 



Teacher's Name: 



Last 



First 



Initial 



Today's Date: 



Month 



Day 



-,197. 



Year 



DIRECTIONS: 



This is not a test. There are no right or wrong answers. Just indicate how you believe each 
statement applies to you. Each statement will be read aloud to you twice as you read silently. 
The way you answer the questions will not affect your grades. Whatever you feel is true about 
the statement is correct. After the statement is read twice, circle the number that stands for 



your answer. Then wait until the next question is read. 

Circle "1" if the statement is true for you almost all the time. (T) 2 3 4 5 

Circle "2" if the statement is true for you much of the time. 1 (5) 3 4 5 

Circle "3" if the statement is true for you about half the time. 1 2 (3) 4 5 
Circle "4" if the statement is true for you some of the time, 

but not much of the time. 1 2 3 (4) 5 

Circle "5" if the statement is just about never true for you. 1 2 3 4 (B) 

If you do not understand something, raise your hand and ask your teacher to explain it 
Remember that this is not a test. The statements are to find out what you really think and do 
about reading for fun. 

EXAMPLE: School starts in the morning. O ^ 3 4 B 

NOW YOU TRY THESE EXAMPLES: 

When I'm in school, there is a teacher in my room. .................. 1 2 3 4 5 

Beds have three legs. 1 2 3 4 5 



1 - almost always 
2 -often 

3 - sometimes 

4 - not often 

CIRCLE THE NUMBER THAT STANDS FOR YOUR ANSWER 5 • almost never 



1. 




1 2 


3 


4 


5 


2. 


1 am a poor reader. . 


1 2 


3 


4 


5 


3. 


1 listen when other people talk about the books they like 


1 2 


3 


4 


5 


4. 


Reading is my favorite subject at school 


1 2 


3 


4 


5 


5. 


1 read when 1 can do what 1 want to do ................. 


t 2 


3 


4 


6 


6. 


I am a good reader for my age 


1 2 


3 


4 


5 


7, 




1 2 


3 


4 


6 


8. 


1 read aloud for other children at school 


1 2 


3 


4 


5 


9. 




1 2 


3 


4 


5 


10. 




1 2 


3 


4 


5 


11. 


1 answer questions about books 1 have read 


1 2 


3 


4 


5 
5 


12. 




12 


3 


4 


13. 


1 talk about books 1 have read ; 


1 2 


3 


4 


5 


14. 




1 2 


3 


4 


5 






1 2 


3 


4 


5 


16. 


It Is hard to write about a book 1 have read ..... . . . . ... . . . . . , 


1 2 


3 


4 


5 


17. 




1 2 


3 


4 


5 


18. 




1 2 


3 


4 


5 


19. 


When 1 have the chance, 1 help ir,ske plays out of stories that 


1 2 


3 


4 


5 


20. 




1 2 


3 


4 


5 













-i>-y^^'r\\-A:i>lMABE CHECK YOUR PAPER TO BE SURE THAT YOU HAVE ONE AND ONLY ONE 

: • :KiUMBeR circled for every Statement. 
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to ERiC A.O UTO*^II^AT(ONS OPIBATiNO 
UNDER AGPtEMtNTS WITH Th£ NATIONAl IN- 
STITUTE OF EDUCATION fUflTMEH BEPBO- 
OlfjnON OUTflOt THE ERIC SYSTEM BE. 
OUIBES PtflMISSION OF THE COF>yR(GHT 
OWNEB ■ 



PERMISSION TO BEPROboCE THIS COPY- 
BlGMTEO MATERIAL HAS BEES ORANTtO By 



4?iaeAle Powell 



TO THE TEACHER: 



Please follow these procedures closely in administering the Index: 
1. Please read all of the directions thoroughly before administering the 
Index. 



2. Give a copy of the Intermediate Reading Attitude Index to each child 

in your room. It is to be administered to the entire group at the same time. 

3. SAY TO raE STUDENTS: 

'This form has some statements about reading, especially about reading books 
for fun." 

"'Look at the first page. In the top section, do not write in the blanks on 
the left side, but fill in the infoimation requested on the right side of 
the page. On the top line, write in your, grade, . On the next line, 

write your age today and your birth date. Next, circle whether you are a 
boy or a girl. On the next line, write the name of our city, , 

and our state, . Next, write the name of our school, , 

and then my name, Then write your nam.e - last name first, 

then your first name and middle initial if you have one. On the last 
line, write today's date, ." 

(Make sure all students have ccinpleted this before proceeding.) 

4. SAY TO TTiE STVDENTS: 

"Below are the directions for completing this form. Read these directions 
silently as I read them aloud." 



1 



'This is not a test* There are no right or vfrong answers* Just indicate 
hew you believe each statement applies to you. Each statement will be read 
aloud to you twice as you read silently* The you answer the questions 
will not affect your grades. Whatever you feel is true about the statement 
is correct. After the statement is read twice, circle uie number that stands 
for your answer. Then wait until the next question is read. 

Circle if the stateir.ent is true for you almost all the time 2 3 4 5 

Circle "2" if the statement is true for you much of the time. 1 (z) 3 4 5 

Circle ^'S" if the statement is true for you about half the tisne. 1 2 Q) 4 5 

Circle *'4" if the stat^ent is true for you some of the time, ^ 
but not much of the time. 12 3 |4) 5 

Circle ••5" if the statenent is just about never true for you. 1 2 3 4 

If you do not understand something, raise your hand and ask your teacher to 
explain it. Remember that this is not a test. The statements are to find 
out what you really think and do about reading for fim.'* 

"Are there any questions?" (If there are questions, please answer them.) 

••Now, let^s look at the exan?>le. 'School starts in the morning.' 

The number circled is *1'. That means that school starts in the morning 

almost always. Are there any questions?" (Answer, if there are questions.) 



5. SAY TO THE STUDENTS: 

•'Below the line, there are two samples for you to try. The first one says, 
'When 1% in school, there is a teacher in my room.' Circle number 1 if 
you think that 'When I'm in school, there is a teacher in my rocrni' almost 
always. Circle nurrher 2 if you think that 'When I'm in school, there is a 
teacher in my ro<*i' often. Circle number 3 if you think that 'When I'm in 
school, there is a teacher in my room' sometimes^ Circle number 4 if you 
think that "When I'm in school, there is a teacher in my room' not often* 
Circle nui*er S if you think that 'When I'm in school, there is a teacher 
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In my room' alinost never,'* (PauseO 



3 



'Viow many circled nurnber '1'? Tlien you think there is a teacher in the 
roan almost always vihen you are at school.*^ (All the students probably 
circled If rot, explain any other answers and clarify if necessary.) 

'•Now look at th6 last sample. 'Beds have three legs.* Circle number 1 
if you think 'Beds have three legs' almost always. Circle number 2 if 
you think 'Beds have three legs' often. Circle nurriber 3 if you think 
'Beds have three legs' sonetimes. Circle number 4 if you think 'Beds 
have three legs' not often. Circle number 5 if you think 'Beds have 
three legs' almost never.** (Pause.) 

"How many circled number '5'? If you did circle 'S' you mean 

that beds almost never have three legs." (If any other answers were civen, 

please explain and clarify,) 

'•Are there any questions?" (If so, please ansv^er them.) 
SAY TO THE STUDENTS 

"Now turn the page over. In the top right comer you see the answer that stards 
for each number. Let's look at these numbers and answers again. Number 
1 stands for almost always . Nurriber 2 stands for often. Hunter 3 stands 
for sometimes. Number 4 stands for not often/ Number S stands for almost 
never .'* 

"1 will read each statement to you twice. After the statement is read, 
circle the nuirfoer that stands for your answer. Then wait until the next 
question is read. Remember, this is not a test* The statements are mostly 
about what you do and how you feel about reading for fun/' 

"Now I will read the questions aloud twice as you read them silently." 
(Specify the number of each item before reading the statement.) 



1/ I read before I go to bed. 

Circle the number that stands for your answer. 

If •! read before I go to bed^ aljnost always circle number 1. 

If U read before I go to bedV often circle number 2, 

If read before I go to bed* sane times circle number 3. 

If *1 read before I go to bed/ not often circle number 4, 

If •! read before I go to bed* almost never circle number S. 

(Repeat this same procedure for each of the subsequent statements,) 

2. I am a poor reader. 

Circle the number that stands for your answer, 
(Read twice and explain the meanings of the numbers as above,) 

3. I listen when other people talk about the books they like. 
Circle the number that stands for your answer, 

(Read twice and explain the meanings of the numbers as above,) 

4. Reading is my favorite subject at school. 
Circle the number that stands for your answer, 

(Read twice and explain the meanings of the numbers as above.) 

5. I read when I can do what I want to do. 
Circle the number that stands for your answer. 

(Read twice and explain the meanings of the nuiiiers, as above,) 

6. I am a good reader for my age. 

Circle the number that stands for your answer. 
(Read twice and explain the meanings of the numbers as above.) 

7. I read catalogues. 

Circle the number that stands for your answer. 
(Read twice and explain the meanings of the nurrf)ers as above.) 

8. I read aloud for other children at school* 
Circle the number that stands for your answer. 

(Read twice and explain the meanings of the numbers as above,) 



9. I read recipes. 

Circle the number that stands for your answer. 
(Read twice and explain the meanings of the numbers as above.) 

10. / I read the newspaper. 

Circle the number that stands for your answer. 
(Read twice and explain the meanings of the numbers as above.) 

11. I answer questions about books I have read. 
Circle the number that stands for your answer. 

(Rejad twice and explain the meanings of the numbers as above.) 

12. I write poetry. 

Circle the number that stands for your answer. 
(Read twice and explain the meanings of the numbers as above.) 

13. I talk about books I have read. 

Circle the number that stands for your answer. 
(Read twice and explain the meanings of the numbers as above.) 

14. Reading makes me feel good. 

Circle the nunfcer that stands for your answer. 
(Read twice and explain the meanings of the numbers as above.) 

15. Free reading time is the best part of the school day. 
Circle the number that stands for your answer. 

(Read twice and explain the meanings of the nuirbers as above . ) 

16. It is liard to write about a book I have read. 
Circle the number that stands for your answer. 

(Read twice and explain the meanings of the numbers as above.) 

17. I read hard books. 

Circle the number that stands for your answer. 
(Read twice and explain the meanings of the numbers as above.) 



18. I read poems, 

Circle the number that stands for your answer. 
(Road twice and explain the meanings of the numbers as above.) 

19. When I have the chance, I help make plays out of stories that I 
have read. 

Circle the nunfcer that stands for your answer. 
(Read twice and explain the meanings of the numbers as above.) 

20 • I get good grades on reading tests. 

Circle the number that stands for your answer* 
(Read twice and explain the meanings of the numbers as above •) 

"Now that you are finished, check to be sure that you have one and only 
one number circled for each statement." (Pause long enough for the 
students to check.) 



"Now I will collect the forms." 



